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4 NTHONIE M AXE, Buchelar in Diuinity,and 
Chaplaine to his Maieſty ] 


The points herein handled are theſe. 


| {'1. That there is an Hardening. 
2.That God Hardeneth not. 
| 3- How men become Hardened. 
4. The meanes to auoid it. 


P xo, 23. 14. 
Bl:ſſed is the man that feareth alway , but be that Hardeneth bichears 
fall into evill, 
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Clement Knight, andare to be ſould athis ſhoppe,in 
Pauls Chureh-yard, at the Signe of the Holy Lambe, 1605, © 
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HARDENING:. 


EX*Xo0p. 10, 20, 


And the Lord hardened Pharaohs heart, and he did 
not let the chil-iren of Iſrael goe, 


>] HE heart of man is deceitful and 75+ 


CO 


S &now it ? Although the heare 
2<3p of man be ſo little, thatit will 
"12. ſcarce ſerue a Kire for a baire; 

"$4 yettherarenot more windings, 
nor more turnings in aMaze,or 

ina Laborinth, then are in the - 
heartof man. The Heathen were fo forward-in ac- 
knowledging adiuine power, that rather then they 
would be without a god., they gaue divine honour 
to.any kinde of creature, 

The 4//rians worſhipped Idols; the Perf1ans ſtars; 
the _Lezyptians plants, and all manner ot beaſts; the 
Grxcians their owne conceipts , and the Komanes 
mad: their city.a ſhoppe for all kinde of gods. So 
many were the windings,and ſo infinite the turnings 


wicked aboue all things, who can 
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obſcrued in the world thirtie thouſand gods. The diſ- 6 

ſolute &cunning Acheiſt,he hath a fetch by him(clfe 

alone, he lets loſe the reines, &followes the ſtrean:e 

of hisenſual affections, becaulc hee concciues in his _ 
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Zeph.1,12, 


Eſay.29.15« 


WO.  Hardenme. 
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heart; and cleane contrarie to the Heathen, faith 


there is no God at all. There isa third kinde, who 
though in ſhow they outwardly acknowledge God, 
yet they againe haue an other winding, ſecretly to 
themſelues they plod on, ſwallowing any finne, for 
why? The Lord will neither doe grod ner exill. Becauſe 
there is not preſent puniſhment for euerie finne. 
Tuſh allis well , no harme ſhall happen unto 0s; For 
God careth not for any thing . Laſtly , in theſe our 
daics, thereisyet a fourth fort, who haue a more 
ſtrange turning then all the former, For many ha- 
uing a generall notion of Gods omnipotencie, hea- 
ring and reading ſometimes of Gods EletFion and 


| Reprobation ( whereof they vnderſtand no ground, 


nor concelue aright) they will prefume tocommir 
any {inne; for (fay they) All is in God, no man 
can reſiſt his power, if ke hath choſen me to life , I ans 


fore for one, if otherwiſe (as he did with Pharao) hee 


hath appointed me a Yeſſel! of his wrath, it'is nor 


poſhibly to be auoided. Such are the windings, and: 


thele are the turninges in the heartes, and ſecrer 
thoughts of men, eyther, eucrie creature a God, or 


elſe no God ;eyther a Godthatregardeth not ſinne,. 


or Elſe a God that cauleth vs to ſirine. Theſe tur- 
nings and deniſes in the ſight of the Lord 5 are eſtee- 
med as clay before the potter. To conuince the pal- 
pable errors of the three former , I hold ir not 
conuenient: For, to thinke, there is any one heere 


preſent', who doth acknowledge no god ar all, 


or ſuch a GOD as regardeth not the ations of 
men, I hold it wrong 'to this holy aſſembly , and 
2 hope better things of this Chriſtian audience. 
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But to meete with this latter ſort, who leauing all 
good meanes of their faluation , doe inward 
fal! away from GOD , and yet in their willfull 
1gnorance would ſhift off, and ſhoue the cauſe of 
their condemnation vpon God, For ſuch chiefely, 

+ haue Ivndertaken the expoſition of this Scripture, 
 nopening whereof I will touch theſe foure poincs, 
Firſt chat there is j 


r An Hararning. 

2 ThatGod Hardeneth not. 
3 How menbecome Hardened. 
4 The meanes to axvoidit,  — 


” _—_ 
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Concerning the firſt point, There are in the 
Scriptures two Grecke verbes , which are com- 
monly vſed for this Hardening. The firſt is exvrwa, 
which doth properly fighific , rodrie vp and wither, 
vicd often in the 3. to the Hebrewes. 8. 12. 15. verſes 
pd ox0upunirs 758 xoptias «197, Harden not yoour hearts. The 
other verbeis -»*, which ſignifies to obdurat® , Or 
tro make hard, Fphef. 4. 18. 94 T1 even nartis 4116 y THEY 
became ſtrangers from the life of God,through the hard- 
neſſeof their hearts. Hauing thus recourle vnto the 
Grecke tongue, we ſhall ſee,that inthe heart of man, 

firſt, there is a drying vp,anda certain withering: For 
in naturall things, andalſo in theſoule, as there 1s a 
watering which is good. and comfortable, ſo there 1s 
a drying vp, and withering which is dangerous and 
hurtfull. In the earth there is a watering, for the hils 
are the teatcs, andthe ſprings the milke romoy- 
ſten , and to. water the valleyes. Pſalm. 104. 
- werſe, 10, Hee (endeth a oh ges. int8 the rivers 
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which runne amongeſt the hilles, In the earth there is 


' adryneſle, for (faich ell ) The people mournefor want 


of "moitture , the rivers of waters are dryed up , and 


the trees of the field are withered. Tnthe bodie there, 


is a watering , for the Zivey is the ſpring of bloud 


| © Redel12.7, 


"1.Cor.3+6. 


 Efay.1213- 


Gre 'T- ag. 


= Pſal.r:8. 


"Blay.1.30. 


Job, 38.30.31, 


that runneth into eticrieveine, and therefore Salo- 
mon calleth the Liver, The golden well, In the bodic, 
there is a withering, for Paid complaineth in the 
Palme. 22,15. verſe, My moiſture is like the drevght i 


Summer, and my bones are aryed wp like a petſhard. As in © 
the earth and bodice of man, fo likewiſe in the ſoule, 


there isa watering anda withering, Inthe 4. of Saint 
tohn and.14. verſe, there is mention of a well of li- 
wing waters for the ſoule : The preaching of grace 


- in Chriſt iscalled the watering of Apollo. The prophet 


Eſay faith , with toy ye ſhall draw waters out of the 
welles of ſalnation . Contrariwiſe , where this grace 
doth not water,there 1s withering. Sj ſprritus irrigatio 
gefurrit,ommis plantatio exareſeit. Every planting that 
hath not the wateringof Gods ſpirit,it witherethand 


' dryes away:therefore ſaith the P/almiff,the gadly, they 


are like the tree panted by the riners ſide, there is wa- 
tering : but che ungoaly are as 4 Garden that hath ns 


- water ,and as the broken leafe that fadeth, there is wis 


The other Greeke verbe is -»%, which ſignifies 
to harden. There bee Phiſice-& ethice wiciſſitice 
dines , there is a naturall and a fpiritual! Philoſo- 
phic . In the naturall coutſe of thinges , there 
1s acongealing andan hatdening, as of the yce and 
froſt, which 7b verie fitly calleth the bands of 0- 
ron ; 'becauſc by the-cold Eaſt and North _ 
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them, As when the troſt doth giue, and the ſhowers | |. 


, there is-a Reſouing, and a Hardenne : Dent.32:verſc2, 


_ andtriumphant victory overthe hoſt of Zenachar:hz 


 Aeving inthefoule;andtharis, when the cuſtome of * 


There ts an Hardening, 7 
the water becomes as a ſtone, and the clods are' 


bound together, Contrarie to this Hardening, there Pllc474.8: 
is a: melting” : Hee: ſendeth out. his word, and melteth | 


fall; which 1pb calles in the ſame place, The ſweet in- 
ſluence of Pletades.Borh in nature,and in the ſoule alſo, 


The word 1s cailed Demwegand there 1s athaw or ſpiri.. 
rva!l melting, when thc heauenly dewe/doth cauſe 
the foule to give, and to reggue into teares of Repen- 
rance : ſointhe 2. of Kings. 22. 10, Tofias heart did 
melt, when he hear a the law read. When King Dauid 
had committed murder and adultery, yery grieuous 
ſinnes : he never be-rhoughthimſelte of the matter, 
burbegannto congeale, and ro be Hardened in his 
ſinne; but aſloone as the prophet Nathan had awaked 
him,and his heart ( like Gedeensfleece)had drunckvp 
the heauenly dew,then preſently Danid began to re- 
lent,his ſoule melred with ſorrow, and as appeareth 
in the 51.Pſal, he reſoined into reares of Repentance, 
Hezechias,whien God had giuen voto hima ſodaine 


preſently after,in the pride of his hart, he forgat God 
and beganto congeale in finne:but afloone as the 
wordot the Lord came vato him by the prophetFſay, 
then preſently his heart melted,the bloud of his foule 
flowedforth in his repentant teares,as appeareth in 
the.38 of Eſa:he turned bis face unto the wall,and wept xc, ., .- 
beter duo rg od ke 
:[Nowgas there is a Melting, ſo alſo there is an Hay- 
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6 Thereis an Hardening. 


Tob,41.1f. 


ſinne hath beaten ſuch an hard tracke, and ſo tram- 


pled the foule, that the word of God ( the ſeede of 
ife ) cannotenter, This is expreſſed in the 13. of 


Saint Aathew, by the parable of the ſeede which fell 


- bythe highway ſide , where there was ſuch an hard 


way, {uch a beaten path made by the common en- 
trance of {inne,that the ſecde could take no roote, 
but the diuell comes like an Harpie , and deuourerh 
ir, before itcan enter: For example heereof, we will 


' take Cain, and King Pha#o, whom my Text concer- 


neth : Cainhauingilaine his brother Abell, and com- 
mitred horrible murder: the word of the Lord came 
vnto him , ſaying : Where is thy brother Abell ? did 
Cains heart releat? did he confeſle and fay, Thaue 
finacd ? ordid be refolucinto teares with Dawid? no 
fuch matter: but firſt he anſwered with a foule word: 
I cannot tell where he is : then he diſpiſed the Lord 
to his face , as it he ſhould ſay, you may goe looke 
him , am 1my brothers keeper > marke bur this anſwer 
of Cain, and his cariage therein , and youneedeno 
other example of an heart that is Hardened : n 

affetion jn kinred could touch him;norſhame ofthe 
worl]check him, ror the bloud of his {laine brother 
maue him, northe glorious preſence of the Lord a- 


Roniſh him, northe guilt of his owne thoughts raſe 


him, nor (at laſt) thequickning wordof God, which 
is powreful toraiſe the very dead;none of theſe could 
any whit reuiue him. Triplex circa precordia ferrum as - 
Tob\aith of Leniatha, his heart was harder then the nether 

wilſtone,Pharao,whethe word of God came vnto him 
by Moſes & 4aren,he waso far from 4 og #* 
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ſcemed-preſently as though he would haue fought 
withGOD: #ho is the Lord, I knew no Lord, nci- 
they will 1 let 1ſraell goe . And whereas the word, 
and miracles ioyned with that word were ſufficient 
to conuince any liuing : Pharaohs heart was ſo ſto- 
nie, that though by a ſtrange miracle,althe waterin 
the land were become bloud,and did ſauour moſt yn. 
bolſomely, yet it is ſaid, Pharao wert home, and all this 
conld not enter into kts heart, it could not pierce him, 
When the Prophet cried to the Altar of Jeroboarr, 


' O Altar, Altar, heare the wordof the Lord: the Altar 


heard, and elawe 2 ſunder, Bur the word of God which 
in leremie. 23.29. is called an Hammer, becauſe it 
bruifeth the {tonic hearts of men , this Hammer with 
tenne miracles gaue tenne mightie ſtrokes at Phara+ 
ohs heart, and yer it could neuer bruilc it. 

Thus we may plainely ſce, there is a watering by 
grace , anda meitmg by Gods word, asappeareth by 
Dauid and Hezechtah,who relolued into teares:a oAine 


Therets an Hardening. #7 


Exod.7.2 w 


r. Kin: Z. 


through want of grace, there is a withering, and by: 


cuſtome of finne there is an Hardenme,as inCainand 
Pharae , whoſe hearts the word of God could not 
pierce, but the more they were beaten on, the more 
bard and flintie they became. 

It remaineth in the ſecond point todiſcuſle, whe- 
therthis Hardening be of God, Inopening whereof 


it is ſtrangeto hearehow vntruly, how vacharitably 


we arecharged by our aduerfaries,not onely Campios 
and Bellarmin,but eſpecially in certzine Arricres 


or Fercible Reaſons lately publiſhed, wherein it is di-. 
xeAly ſer downe, thatthe Proteſtants dogmake God 


B 2 we 


Artic: 5, 


loba, 6. * 


8 _God Hardeneth not. | 
the author and ontlycauſe of ſunne, that deride Gods pey: 


miſſion;and plainly aftirme God is worſe then the diell, 
and ſo are bound in conſcience nener to acke God for- 


and wordes vaſcemely Chriſtian eares : Where is 
Modeſtie? whereis truth and Chriſtian pietie 2 Is 
this our doArine ?f- doe wethus teach ? no verely: 
both in word apdwriting we acknowledge the Lord 
our” G OD tobe full of compaſſion and loue, the 
bowels of his mercic{weete and amiable; he would 
not the death of any , he is gratious and kinde, 
gentle and readieto forgiue,and(to the death) we af- 


firme , more then moſtholy, -pure and iuſt are all 


_ his workes and waics : therefore the Lord be iudge 


betweene them and vs, and lay notthis ſinngvnto 
their charge. IR 7965! 
Touching this doQtrine, how finnefirſtcameto 
be, howitcamein, where it firſt tooke beginning, 
and that GOD is not the author of it, I haue 


ſhewed hceretofore in handling 'the Golden Chaize,. 


the meanesof our ſaluation: namely, that the di- 
uell was Primitmins peecator, the firlt offender: from 
him ſinne firſt;þoyleth vp, as our of the maine Seaz 
from Sathan when'it comes to. Adam, it ariſerh 
as outof a Spring; from this Spring ir is reſerucd 
in nature as.in a Conduit z from natute conueyed 
to concupiſcence (as by a.-pipe), and from thence 
doth flow all the miſchiefe and wickednefle that is 
inthe life of man . Well then : if ſinne doe pro- 
ceede from the ſuggeſtion of Sathan woorking 


through'our owne: coucupilcence; and ſo GOD- 
> | wholly 


gineneſſe of their ſinnes, Oh fearefull blaſphemic, - 
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* God Hardeneth n6t. 9 


wholly freed from all imputation of cuill : why is it 


fo often faid in the Scripture , Dent. 2. 30. And 
the Lord bardened the heart of Sihon King of Heth- 
bon , and made him ob/tinate: Toſhua the 11. 20, It 
came of the Lord to harden their h:arts : and heere of. 
ten in the booke of Exodus, and the Lord hardened the 
heart of Pharao, To make this plaine: itis a poynt 
well knowne vato the learned , that this ſpeech , 
(where it is ſaid) God Hardened,: the Hebrue Dia- 1 


le doth ſignifie a permiſſion , and not an aCtion, ?.tomb,li.z,” 


O 


Verbes that ſignific to doe, they ofcen expreſle a 41. 


ſuffering and not a doing. Deſtruit cum deſerit, God 
is thenſaidro Harden , when he doth forſake, Impros 
eum nonretrah't a malo culpe  dicitur dimittere. As the 
enduing with grace is the effteAt. of Gods Ekton, 
fo the withholding of his grace is the effeQ of 
Reprobation , Det includere eft clanſis non aperire , 
faich Saint Gregorie ypon the 12. of Job. and four- 
reene verſe. Euerie ation "hath his quality from 
the roote of the affeftion, and from the intenti- 
on of the Author 't),Dens autem (quoad peceatum) non. 
habet poſitiue woiile, ſed tantum privatiwe , Touching 
finne , God hath no Poſitiue will, bur onely in re-- 
gard of former ſinnesa Prinaticy of his grace. To. 
be ſhort : God doth Harden , as Saint Augnitine 


faith : Now malum obtrudendo, ſed gratiams non con- Av2#* 


gedendo, not by cauſing vs tocommirſinne, but by 
not granting vnto vs his grace. I, but how comes 
it to paſle,that we(alwell as others)arenot partakers 
of Gods grace? why hauenot wee alſo his good” 
Spirirto duet and guide = Saint Auguſtine ——_ 
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w (od Hardeneth not. 


it plaine ag ine, Now idconon habet homo gratiam ,quil 
Dews non dat, (ed quia homs nog accipit ; men become 
Hardened, and want the ſpirit of grace, why? not be- 
caiſe GOD £dorh nut offer it vnto them , but 
becauſe they recciuc it rot, when it is offered. 
For example : One ot vs being ſicke, and likero 
dye , the Phyſicion knowing our caſe, hee takes 
with him ſome preferuatiue. ro comfort ys, ard 
Ccmes to the doore and knocks, if we will nor, or 


.bee not able to ler him in , wee periſh and dye, 


and the cauſe.is not in the Phyſicion , but in our 
felues that ler him not- in, Ardprace roron, Sinne 15 a 
diſcaſe, whereot wee are all fick, for wee have all fin- 
ned: Remares. 6.12, verle. Chriſt, kee is the Phvſt- 
cion of our ſoules:Venit de cale mognns medicus , quia 
per totum. vbique tacebit egrotus . Chriſt the great 
Phiſition came downe from heauen, becaule all 
mankind was generally infcaed. He comes to the 
dore of our hearts.and there hee knockes. Rexel.2.20, 
Beheld,1 ſtand it the gore and krecke, Hee bringeth with 
him 540-15; t:5; the bread of lite, « en word tro 


comfortvs, it wee ict himingit w 


wee will not, or throngh long contagion of our 
ſinne bee notable to ler Chriſt in, wee dye in ouc 


finnes , and the caſe is evident ,- not becauſe 
| Chriſt doth not offer grace, and comfort vnto vs , 
but becauſe wee reccive it not , when itis offered. 


Merito perit # gretus qui now medicum vocat , ſed ultrs 


_ vemientemreſpuit , worthily doth that ſicke patient 


periſy, who will ncither fend for the Phyſicion 


: 2 him 


penthe doore of 
' our hearts, hewil] come in, and ſuppe with vs ,as hee 
did with Mary, and forgive vs all our finnes; bur if 


YET 


- God Hardeneth not. "74 


himſclfe, nor accept of his helpe, when it is offered, 
More. plainely thus, in the 14- of Saint Mathew. 
Our Saujour. walking on the ſea, hee badde Saint 
Peter come vnto him, who walking on the watef, 
ſecing ſtorme and tempelt ariſe, his heart failed, and' 
hee beganne to finck, yppon iis cry vnito our Sauiour, 
hee preſently ftrerched forth his hand, rooke him 
into the thipp, and ſaued him, This world (. wee 
know by dayly experience) it is a fea of trouble and 
miſery: our Sauiour ( as he ſaid to Saint Prefer ) fo 
mo#t louingly hee wil'eth cuery one of vs to come 
vnto him : as wee walke, {tormes and tempeſtsdoe- 
ariſe, through frailty of our fleſh, and the weaknes. 
of our faith , wee beginn to {1nck , our Sauiour,he 
 ftretcherh forth his hand, hte giuerh vs waned 
his worde , his Sacramentes, the good moti- 
ones of his Spirir, to faue vs from fiacking ,and ro 
keepe vs in the ſhipp of his Church : if we refuſe 
thele meanes, wee periſh, wee finck in our ſinnes, 
why? not becauſe Chriſt doth' not moſt kindly put © 4. 
forth his hand vato. vs , but bicauſe in want and 
diſtreſle wee_lay g@Þ0ld vppon him , This 1s con - 
demnation, it hight is come into the world, menrefuſe 
it, and love darknes more then light . Our bleſſed Sa- 
- utour with great louing kindnefle, hee-doth inuite Tobm.3 19s. 
allmen ro his Great Supper, if we make excuſes, or 
wilfully refuſe to come, hee may iultly pronounce, 
mowe of thoſe that were bidden ſhall ever taſte of my 1,611.4 
ſupper. . | 
Therefore lett not men deceiue themſelues, and *' = 
complaine as though- God did harden their hearts 


and 
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Tohn.2.3, 


Fxod.i ll. 


Exod 5.2, 
Chap,7.11, 


19,11, 


16,24 


and denye them grace and.mercie , for as Jonas 
faith in his 2. Chaprer, and >. verte . They forſake 
their owne mercie . Deus prior in amore , God ne- 
uer hateth vntill hee be firſt hated, and foI con- 
clude with Saint Ambreſe :- Nemo t1bs C hriſſums þ8- 
teſt aufcrre 3 ni ie ill eHferas 5 NO man can ſepa- 
rare Chriſt trom thee, except firſt thou doeſt ſepa- 


rate thy fellc from him. This is plainely to be: 


obſerned in Pharas, had ke(being long before peac- 
ably ferlcd in a tich and mighty KEingdome) made 
right v{c.of the bleſlings of G O D, had hee ar 
the ficlt, or often-1mes afrer,yeilded vnto the word 
of the Lord, he had never come tothe ſtate of Hm d- 
#i7c2.,n0r Jeit himſelte ſuch a feacet I! fpeAacle of 
Gods wrath for euer. But Fharao , feeling welth 
and reveneiv coming in fo faſt and abouncantly , 
that he builded new Citties ( Pithom and Ramſes) 
to lay vp his treaſures, his heart was fo bent and ſet 
won c wetouſneſle ( ſuch multitudes*.of people 
mooyling and labouringe in ſurdry workes for his 

rofitte ) that in no caſe hee could endure to 
lier of their departure: Firſt, he ſaid flatly, chey 
ſhould nor' goe 5 Secondly. hee ſggght to ſhift 
off the matter, , aiming the ira not to bee 
doneby Gods hand, but by enchantment; Third- 
ly, hee. yeilded, they ſhould offer ſacriftce,, bur 
onely in his owne land; Fourthly , hee was con: 
rent they ſhould goe ſacrifice out of his land (bur 
'ſtill he wonld condition with God ) Nene bat the 
men (ould goe ;, Fiftly , the men ſhoyld goe, the 


- women. goe , the chuldren. goc, but their ſheepe 
| and 
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and Oxen (wherein their wealth ſtoode) ſhould nor "ml 
OC. | 

Thus Pharao ( through a wretched and. griple 

minde) neuer left winding-and turning, dallying 

and preſuming of the Lordes mercy , and pati- 

ence, till adding one fiane vnto another, his heart 

became. Hardened : Nay, notwithſtanding ſo ma- _ 

ny miracles, and that before he 'confeſled the Lord raymin 5 
tobe God, hee and his people ſinfull , and earneſtly des thing it is', 
fired Moſes to pray for him, yet contrarie to. his owne mou oe 
thoughts,' and againſt hisowne knowledge, when our owe conc 
he ſaw the people of Ifraell were gone, he flies to ſcience 
ftrengthof warre, he calles his Captaines, he mu- | 

ſters his people, he gathers his Chariots, he purſues 

with all might and maine, till atlaſt both he and his 

(ouerwhelmed inthe ſea) received the fearefull and 

finall ivdgement of wiltull diſobedience. Now then 

let all the carth know the goodnefle of the Lord, and 

wiſely obſerue his loue vato mankinde for cuer, Ir 

is true , Pharaohs heart was Hardened, and he with 

his Nobles vtterly ouverthrowne, But before this 

overthrow, all meanes poſlibly that could be, were 

vied to winne Pharao . Bleſſing vpon blefling be- 

fore receiued ; puniſhment vpon puniſhment af+ 

ter' inflicted 3 Moſes ſtill and againe prayed for 

him; . &Aaren ever and anon perſwaded him 

the plagues toaſtonith him, were {odaine and cx- 

ceeding wonderfull ; tlie” deliverance , to winne 

him, waspreſent , and more miraculous : the Ex- 

chinters confelled, the People cried out, his Seruants 

were aftended, <Acgypr was _— quite — 


% 
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the land of Goſhznwas ſtill mntonched ;] God againe; 
and againe, and{till againe was entreated, and yet 
' Pharao remained obſtinate. | Shall we-then ſay that 
God E#ndenel Pharaohs heart? Be it farre from vs: 
for it is dircAly ſer down inrhe g.chap,34-verie. And 
when 2. 10ſaw the baile end thunder were gone, he 
© ſnnelagaine,and Hardened kisheart and againe the 
8. chap. 15. verſe, i#hen Pharao ſaw thathebad reſt, 
4 he hardened bis ene heart. 


Oh, 1 wouldto God it were onely Pharaoks caſe, 
and that we alſo. being Chriſtians did: not abuſe 


the long forbearance, and much louing kindnefle- 


ot our God. For, now feare of the ſtorme is ouer, 
but e:1en one yeare or two:now that our loving God! 


through his voſpeakeable mercic hathſo ſweetly ſer- 


Fa told or ALI order, that all Nations round aboutys ſtand a- 
mmhkfulnes mazed 3 now.that be hath ſerled amongft'ys a moſt 


to God n- happic andreligious peace; now thathe gath giuen 
«< 118g 1OoTrec- & a . | X 
| has. nd honor, plentic,andreſt throughout allthe land;ſtill, 


peaceable a {till we dally andirifie with the Lord, according-to- 
Pranccs. 
5 b 


our.,privarte, humors, and ſeuerall ſees; we will not 
proſcile the Goſpell, exceptwe firſt condition (as 


Pharaod'd) both with our God and King: with hure. 


ble hearts we do not ſubmit our ſclues peaceably 
ro ſerue the-Lord:; For this bleſſed Cataſtrephe 


our ſoules flame not. with thankefull loue , ney« 


ther ( as they ovght ) breake foorth into euerla« 
ſting prayſes ;. Nay, whereas the word of GOD 


came. tenne times to. Pharas ,, willing him-to lee. 


the people of Ifracll goe, and ſerue the Lord, the 
fame word comes an hundred times tenne to our 
dds =o ah hehehe igmececs opener 


Ob SD co —— 


heartes , crying and beating vpon vs to hauevs let 
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goc our contentions, our'carnall and peruerſe 
affeRions , and yet wee neuer relente at the ſame. 
A mans heart will tell him more then ſeuen watch- 


men in a Tower : Wee know,we know{(euery one in F 37-14 


his owne boſome) the ſinnes , which we lecretly 
foſter, and will not let goe. But as Saint Paule 
exhorteth rhe lewes, Hebrewes 2. 12. fo I aduiſc 


oy in the name of GOD, Take heed, take heed, 


eaft in any of you there bee found a falſe and an exill 

heart , to _—_ from the living GOD, Foraflured- 
ly it is a fearefull and bitter thing to carye cuer 
a ſelte-wild and peruerſe minde, toreſpe&t meere- 
ly the applauſe of men, and tading pleaſures of 
this life ; ſo, inwardly falling away from. God, 
and loſing the bleſſ:d comfort of our faluation. 
O Sautour ſweer, and ſecret hope, turne vs,that we , 
may beturned; bow our heartes, and the heartes 
of ourſeede vnto thee, that we may feare thy iudge. 
ments, acknowledge thy goodneſle, and ſtand faſt in 
thy loue for-cuer, 

The third poynt is to ſhow how men become 
Hardened ; in opening whereof , wee- are to yn- 
derſtand that there ate three fortes of Hardenins: 
Naturalis , Voluntaria ; tudicialis. The firſt is by 
Nature ,-the ſecond by Habite and, Cuſiome , the 
third by the «ft indzement of G O D. The firſt 
is the forgetfulneſle or dulneffe in a naturall man, 
when bee ouverſhootes himſelfe, for want of wiſe 


obſcruation and remembrance, 


C2 Io 
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16 How webecome Hardened, 
In this ſixth of Marke, our Sauiour Chriſtfed 
fue thouſand men. with five. loaues , and. two 
fiſhes, , a miracle ſufficient -ro'-prooye 'vnto- his 
Diſciples, that he wasthe Sonne of, GOD, - Yet 
preſently after, when he came walking on the Sea, 
ad cauſed the winde to ceaſe, they ſtoode ama- 
zed, and did not one his Diainitie : for 


Mark.6, 


_— 


e.4; children ( faith the Scripture ') in the two and fifteth 
may beblinded verſe . They conſidered not the miracle of the 


in mind,and 
hardened 1n 


foaues , becauſe their hearts were Hardened , that 


heart for atime 15 > through natural! imperfeRijon they had for 


&2s.8.22, 


ſo long bent, and fet vpon couetoulneſſe , that 


giuen, 


got if. 


Secondly, there is an Hardening by habit, when. 


(through a careleſſe ſecuritie) men doe continue in 
fine; andtake ſuch a cuſtome , as they can hardly 


leaue. So Simen Magus,his heart by cuſtome was 


beingconuerſant amongeſt the Apoſtles, and daily 
imployed in moſt divine and holy aRtians, Yeteuen 
then , his minde andthought ſtill ranne vpon mo- 
ney, vpon gaine, This is Habitualis pbduratio, an 
Hardening which growes , by continuance in finne, 
Hethat 12in this caſe, ir ſtandes him vpon to ga- 
ther vp his ſpirits, andſtrong]y toreſiſt ſian, to ſe- 
queſter himſelfe oft-times vnto deuout and priuate 
Meditations , to ipy in hearing the word, with 
Feuerence to dots the bleſſed Sacramentes, ef 
pecially tobee feruent in prayer, for ſo Saint Pe- 
ter willed Simon Magus : Repent and pray , that (if 
it bee poſaible) the thoughtes of thy heart may bee for- 
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| Cumpeceatum fit penapeccati , wen flnne becomes 


errors; when the thought is ſo poyſoned, the minde 


fetFum quis moneatur , It is anaturall courſe euenin 
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_ Therhird and laſt is Indicialis ebduratis,an Hard- 
ming which procee1es from the juſt i udgemente of God, 


r =— 


a puniſhment to him.that committeth. it, as Saint 
Paule fayth «1 T1419) (2 Thc aric A recolgpen ce of former Rom.t, 2.7, 


and ſoule ſo genera!ly mfeRed,that the ſpirit of God 
is vtterly quenched :no light of nature, 'nopriuate 
counſell, no publicke exhortation out of the worde, 
no inwarde motions of Gods pirite.can-preuaile, 
buthe gocth on.ſolong,  and- is fo farre ſpent, that 
beeing paſt all feare to offend , carcleſlye hee ma- 
keth no ſcruple of any finne whatſoener ; rill-at 
length finding in himſelfe no hope of recouery, ey- 
ther God ſtrikes him apparantly with his judgement, 
as hee did Pharas; or elſe by his death heepaſleth ſi- 
Jenr tothe graue without repentance, as Diuesz Or in | 
this life (as 1#dasdid ) docth plunge himſelfe in the 
gulte of deſperation. This is that Hardening which is 
hcere meant of Pharas, : 
This Hardening is not all ona ſuddaine : Non rxi- 
mus prims impetu of Deo reluttFemur,no man is Hayde- c;, 
medat the firſt, Nemofit repente ni tlr gl 3,Take 
heede leaſt anie of you be Hardened through the deceiteful- 
weſſe of ſenne. .” 4 
The deceitfulneſſe of ſinne, it creeperh like a canker 7h. 4quin 
worme,it gathers,it ſtealesvpon vs, and ſo vnder the 
forcknowledge of God, men| come vnto Hardening 
by degrees. Naturalizeſf ordogut ab imperfeito,- ad per- 


cuill(fayeth the Choohman) by degrees tocomevn- 
3 to 
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38 Howmenbecome Hardened. 
roperſetion « 4s they that dxellin Geds houſe, will 
 tring foorth more fruite, and then appeare before the God 
of gods inperfed# beanty:(0,0n the contrary,the wicked 
-are not Hardened all at once , but. as they offende 


more and more,{oby little and little they growo the 
keight of ſinne 9 ard they ave fall from one miſchieſe 


to an other. 


tudas was firſt acunning Diſſembley '; ſecondly, he 


-became a ſecret Thiefe ; thirdly , he grew to bee an 
-impudent Zyar; fourthly, he proued a bold Trators 
.laſtly,a deſperate Reprobate. | 


The diſeaſes of the bodie;zhey do not grow at one 
and the {clfe-farne time, they do firſt appeare but by 
riot,anddeſtemperature+ſedlong before!fo the ſoule 
inteQed with vncleane thoughtes , and in youth 
accuſtomedtoeuill aRions, ar length commethto 
the vncurable diſeaſe of H:rdening. Sainte 4 uguſtixe 
inthe'8. of his-Confeſſ. doth open this, point veric 
plainely. 2s. | | 
\ Firſtzrhedivellby concupiſcence ſuggefteth euill 


- thoughts; cuill thoughts egge on delight; delight 
towleth on conſent; conſent engeridereth ation; ac. 


tion bringerh forth cuſtome; cuſtome groweth to 
neceſſitic; and neceffity in finning is the forerunner 
ef death. Forexample. Firſt , the dinell ſuggeſteth 


, euill thoughts , ſo he did vnto Exe, he wound her in 


by tainting herthought , by telling her, ſhe ſhould 
haue all jan ir and be as G OD: this euill 
thought egged on delight 3 for as appearerh in 
the (ixthverſe, the Apple grew pleaſant in her eyes; 
this delight towled on conſent ,, for then ſhee 
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rooke of the fraite , laſtly of conſent came the. 

ation, for ſhee did eate and: gaue it to- her. huf- 

band, | | | 

Now, when the aion of finne.is commited ,. 

there doth not preſently follow Hardenine:for,if the: 

heart doe melt and thay, it the fonie doe giue and 

reſolue*into teares of repentance for the ſame, then 

there is no Hardexing. But, if from one ation com=- 

mirted , wee- come vnto another-, and ſo to the 

cuſtome and: continuance in finne, then are wee: 

fnared with: the cordes of our owne iniquity, and 

fertered-withr this chaine againſtrhe-generall day of 

Gods ludgment: To make this plaine, I will ſhow: 

you by ſeauen degrezs, as.it were by ſeucn' ſtayres, 

how men do diſcend into-this. pit of Hardening. 
The firlt ſtep is 3nportable : Sinne at the feſt, it r 

is importable;ir ſcemes vatollerable to be borne; /2rteh: 

One that hath beene religiouſly brought vp, hath 

beene accuſtomed co a milde and honeſt conuerſais, 

and hath bene tearefull ro oftend;at length,ifthrough 

bad company, through his owne- weaknes, and the 

allurements of Sathan,he falleth into any foule finne; 

at the firſt it is importable, ir doth ſtrike ſuchan hor- 

ror into him, thac he is in a: wofull taking and grei- 

uoully tormented. This wee may fee by Daxid,who- 

hauing alwaies a tender conſcience , loath to of- 

fend,yer after ouer-taken by. committingmurder and 

adultery aſſoone as he ſaw what he had done, he was 

mightelytroubled,wherſocuer he became,his offence- 

foſtuck in his thought,thar inthe 51 P/al-3.he cryerth 

out,7 ſine is exer before me jt is coptinuallyin my ſi Sk 
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3 The ſccond ſlayer isGravegheanie: for ſinne being 


Grave. = __ committedtwiſe orthrice-, "it is natasiitwas atthe 


 L avis 


| firſt importable , bur it is heauie. Hee forrowes, 

and is gricued, -but hee is nothing fo troubled in 

minde, nor afflicted in conſcience as hee was be- 
fore. - | 

4 The third ſtayer 15 Lenelight: For hee thathath v. 


* 


———— ſedhimſelfe more of{ten to finne : that which art the 


firſt was importable ,- and afterwardes heauic, at: 

| length becommeth lighr. This appeareth by: the 
vnchaſte woman ſpoken off in the Proterbes , who! 
hauing had ſome praftiſe in finne,ſhe makesno more 

_ © matterof if, bur lightly paſleth it over with wiping hey 

Pro.3@- 30» wouth, andſaith foe hath uot ſumed, 

__4+__ The fawthſtayeris mnſenſubile, paſt feeline, for after 
Lyſerſicde. thatſinnebeemade light of, and that there bee no 
' remorſe nor griefe for {inne, then they grow paſt 

fecling: ſuch were che Iſraelites of whome the Pro- 

phet Jeremy ſpeaketh inhis 5. chapter and 3.verſe: 
Thou haſt (mitten them, but they have not forrowed, for 
they hane made their faces harder then a ſtone) that is, 
| op haue ſinned folong ,thatnow they are paſt 
in "4 - | , 

Thejf ſtaire is DeleFFabile, When men take plea. 

5 fureinlinne (as Solomon faith) Theyrewyce in dom e- 
DeleCHavile:_.. ill and delight in wickedneſſe. Hereot Saint Auguſtine 
ſaith. Tumeff conſunmata infelicitas, vbi turpianen [d. 
lum committuntar, ſed etian delettant: Then is the e- 
ſtate of condemnation certaive, when foifle ſinnes 
' 's arenot onely.commitred, bur are delightfull alſo, 
Deſcderabile, = Theſe tayreis Defiderabile, when (through des 


Procz,14e. 


lighe. 
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vr), wen grome 0 fuch a ſte, char che 


inwardly, deſire to ſinne ,, ſo that as Saint Gregs- 
rie faid : Si punquam moreretur , wunquam ellepies 
care deſuneret : ſuch a man, it he ſhould never die, 
hee would neuer ceaſe toſinne, for though he did 


not commit it naCtion , yet till he would defire it 


in thought, 
The /cauenth ſtayre is defenſubile. When he hath got- 
8en 4 forehead of braſſe. Eſay.48. 4. (as the Pſalmiſ 


faith ) when the tyrant doth boaſt that he-can doe , 4 ha? 
miſcheif, when he fits in the ſeate of the ſcorner,when 7/alua, 


he doth not only by habyr deſire to ſinne, and 
delight in ir, but now he will rake vpon him to 
defend it. Pecraturw porta mortis , defenſio eſt limen 
inferni , Sinne is the high way to dearh , bur the 
defence. of finne is the very.next ſteppe into hell, 
at this point were the Zees , who being reproued 
for idolatry, the Scripture ſaith, they ſaide deſperatly, 


wee have lowed ſtrange gods , and them will wee fol- 


contemmit, a diſſolute liner once %rowne to the 
height of ſfinne , becomes deſperate. 

-- Thus finne,firftic is awportable, ſecondly Heany, 
thirdly it becomes Lizht, fourthly-paſt feelns, fitt- 
ly delightful,” fedy defirea, and laſtly tobe defended, 


.heere is deſcenſus _ancrni, theſe be the ſtayers that 


leade to: the chambers of death;; and the Whom 


wherby the reprobate dodeſcend vntofinall;deſtruc- 
tion, Indeede;ax the firft, when finne is portable,and 
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thatwe are wonderfully grieued for committing of 


it, there is great hope of recouerie , and he that 
fo feeling the wound of finne , doth there ſtay the 
courſe of it,'ir is an excellent figne of ſalvation: 
Initiuxe ſalutes notutiapeceati;the firſt Reppe of reper- 
tance is the firſt hknding out , and- acknowledge- 


ment of ſinne. In the ſecond of the Ae, when . 


they ſawe and-knew their finne, they cryed- out, 
Men and brethren, what ſhall wee doe-to be ſaued: 


this horror , this troubled minde , it made them... 


ſeeke for comfort , and fo-brought them to-repen- 
tance. | s | 
Secondly, when ſinne is a burden vnto our ſoules, 
ſothatwe would faine be eaſed of it, there is yet good 
hope : we may ſee it by David in the 38. Pſalm. 4.verl. 
Mine intquities are gone over mine head, and ave-as a bur- 


den too heaute for me to beare: the weight of this burden | 


made Dasid ia the 18. verſe following , ts cenfeſſe by 
wickeincſſe, and tobe [ory for bis ſinne, it made him flie 
vnto God for calc : O caſt your burden. vyon the Lord, 
for he will not ſuffer the righteous to fall for ener. 
Thirdly, when men make light of fine, ſurely 
dangeris not farte off, for a threefold cord is not eaſily 
broken, and thethird letting of bleud in the (ame rotine #3 
exceeding dangerens.; but yet ſtill there is ſome hope, 
forthough in the hot chaſe of ourþlinde andyouth- 
full deſires, though then for a time we account it a 
light matter, tro commit this or that ſinne , yet God 
may touch our heartes, Chriſ! may looke backe vpon-vs; 
& he did'on $,Peter,who denyed him thrice his word may 
lo ſirike vs, that we may cometoknow our ſclues,to 
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feeinwhatcaſe we are, tobewaile our infirmitie,and 
fo turne vnto God by prayer and repentance : 4/1 lob. 3.19; 

theſe thing ( 2 Tab ſaith) will God werke twice or thrice . 

- with. a man. But if we come to (inſenibule ) to the 


fourth ſtayre,fo that we grow paſt feeling,we finne dai- 
ly;and bave no ſcnf of it, if there be no remorſe, no 
griefe nor diſlike of finne; wo bevnto vs, 2, Ames.s, 
For three tran/ere/s1ons, and for foure, I will not turne to 
1/7 aell (faith the Lord), without rhe infinite and ex- 
traordinary, mercic of God, we are the ſonnes of 
wrath,focthen followeth this deadly wound of Hay« 
dening. Itis a principlein Philicke, grauiſsime is 2970+ 
Hat ,qui ſe now Pvt eprotare, if a man be fſicke, and 

know it nor, out of queſtion, he is very dangerouſly» 


anddeadly ficke; he that findes in himſelfe no want of 


any thing (as the Church of Ladices) 5udvic yoims iy 


I ſtandnot in necde ofany thing, 1 his deadnefle,this Reuet 3.25; 


vn-feclingnumneſle,it is a plaine foreteller of death: 
for example, if a man haunercaken a gricuous wound 


iahisbodie,if icake,ifir pricke and ſhoote, if it paine 
him,eyther it is healing,or clſc there is hope to heale 
it: but (as Saint Augs/{inelaith) Luod non dolet, won 
pro fans, ſed promortuo computandum, it the wound 
be ſuch, that, ir never cauſeth priefe, if itnever ake 
 norſimart, vndoubtedly itis dead fleſbyof neceſlitie ig 
muſtbe cutoff. | | 


To commit aftua!l and. preſumptuous fſinnes, 


when a mans owne knowledge and Gods Spirit cry- 
cthia himtothe contraric, theſe are woundes, and 
grieuous, woundes vnto the ſoule , and whoſoe- 


wer hath gone on ſo. farre, that he doth delight 
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in theſe ſinnes, fo often, fo long, that his minde is 


. neuertroubled ,-his thoughtes never checked, his 


ſoule neuer gricued, ſurely ſuch a one ( being vrterly 


_ paſt feeling) is very neere to this fearefull eltate of 


Hardenine. | 
\ Indeede the Scripture ſaith, At what time ſorner 4 
{inner deth repent him of his ſinne,, from the bottoms 
of his he art 5 Goa will put all his wickedneſſe out of hs 
remembrance. \Whereupon many take their pleaſure 
in ſinne,and go diflolutely on,thinking atlaſt ro make 
all good by repentance, Ir is rrue, if they carrrepent. 
But rhey' mult obſerue whar Saint Auguſtine ſaith, 
Lui promitt:t panitentt veniam, non promittst peccants 
*panitentiam, God who promileth to everie one that 
repenteth, forgiuenefſe; doth not promiſe tocuery 
one that finneth,repentance. 
Repentance is the gift of God, and ſuch as are 
Hardenza( becauſe intimes paſt they haue deſpiſed 
theriches of bis bountic & grace, his long ſuffering 


and mercic which did cal! themto repentance) when 


they weuld, they cannot repent.” After Hardneſſe the 
heart it can not repent. | 


The holy and bleſſed Sacramentes now preſently 
to bee adminiſtred , they are Pledges of Gods loue, 
and Seales of our falnation. By Bapriſme , he brea- 
keth- the heades of thd Dragons in the waters , Et per 
Biptiſmiicelizanua aperitur By Baptiſm euEthe doore 
of heau*n is ſet open. The Sacramet of the Lords ſup 
per, it is, e:nlts pratie, En lanacrum anime, the con« 
duit of Grace,and the bath 'of the Sonle. Wharcan 
be more ioytull, then by receiuing the ſigne of the 
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How men become Hardened. 215: 
eroſle to fight vnder the banner of Chriſtes love, 
and to bee. knit 1ntothe milticall body of his Saixts. 
What can bee-more ioyfull, then to receiue that 
pure and Princely bloud, the leaſt drop whereof 
being able to redeeme athouſand worlds, I may reſt 
allured, it is a full and perfe& TatisfaCtion for allmy 
ſinnes : ſothat, if my bodice hath ſinned , his bodie 
hath made-a mendes : it my foule hath finned, his 
ſoule hath made a recompence: and therefore both. 
foule and bodie are his, and ſo we firmelyand fully 
ſeated mn a Chriſtian ioy for euer. Theſe holy and 
heauenly Sacraments, are not effeCtuallin thewbſti- 
nate : Is4as, notwithſtanding he was a Diſciple of 
our Sauiour, andthat bleed hand which after was 
nailedto the Crofle, did reach voto him the bread $- 
of life, yet he was fo Hardened with ſecret {inne,and loh.r3.z 
atcaiterous diſpoſition, that aſlone asþe receiuedrhe 
ſop, the diuel entereth into him, tooke full poſſeſſion 
of him, and fo brought him to a molt fearefull end. 
Ol bappie is hethatſtnneth lea, next-he that re- 
turneth ſooneſt , but moſt dreadful! is-the eſtate of 


him, who like Pharas is giuen ouer vnto Hardening. 
\ Forhe thatis once come torhis paſſe, that as ero- 


boam, he hath ſold himſelfe ro commic finne, lis 21nd 
reprobate, his eanſciente ſeared, and his ſoulefrozen in the gom.x.2h 
aregs of ſinne;then,though he weepe and lameat with »-Tim.4-4 
E(as; though he would reſtore that which he hath ts Wd | 
wrongfully gotten with 7#das;though he do gif him- - 
ſelfe in ſackcloth, a1d walk (oftly as Ahab;rhough he . 


. do pullthe men of God to comfort hint; & pray for 


bun as Save didgchough he do mourne like a Doue, & 
D3 charter 
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26 Howmenbecome Hardened. 
chatter like a crane, with thePellican,thoughhe do 
ſend forth ſhrill :and fearcfull cryes intothe ayre, yet 
all this will not helpe (wo alas) there is no recovery, 
tex.12.23. Can the blcke-3Htore change his ſkinn or the 
Leepard bis ſpetts, then may they doe good , who haue ac- 


enſtermed them ſelues to Ao-cutl, of 154 wh wropetininG- ern 


Be that Hardeneth bis heart coax neuer be cured, Hibituats 
in wals ſunt irpenitur, there thoughts can never be at- 
tered there flony hearts.c:n wet become fleſhy they hane de- 


nyed the power of ſaluation ghey have diſpited the ſpirit of 


grace, and thouzh they ſeeke the-bleſſmes with teares they 
can finge no place to rejentance. This is-a lamentable 
eſtate,this is a icarcfull iudgment, for man co be lefr 
vnto him ſelfe, giuen vp to ſathan,and to befſorſaken 
of Gcd for -cucr, from this eſtate the Lord for his 
endlefle mercy deliver vs. Thus haue 1 ſhowed how, 
andatter what fort men beccme Harzened,not of my 
ſelt,but as Saint Augsſline ſaith: Ligatus tereor non fer + 
ro altene:ſed mes ferreavoluntate guelle menmtencbat int- 
wicus.ct inde wihifſunes fecerat et conſuetudini dum nou 


reſiiltter fatta.eft neerſſitas. A man becomes Hardened, 


he is fettered, not-by any other cbainc, but bythe 
cordes of his owne-ſinne,the dcuill by deceipt gets 
power over the will,and {odoth ſnare vs,and bicauſe 
inthe beginning wee did notrefilt cuſtome,at length 
it growethto neceſſity. This is the very ſame incffe& 
ſet downe by Saint Paule in the 4 to the Epheſtaws 18, 
whereghis manner of Zaraening is alſo expreſled:firſk 
kexoriezurit the minde is darkened, they cannot rightly 
diſcerne what to doe,then, 9« -» <1« they become 
tpnorant;thirdly comes in 4 +1 mere” when begs 
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- | 
(for want of heauenly dew) beginnes to whither and | = 
har ar ,tourthly ef Ty Axa TIC. paſt feeliwe,and laſtly given "EL 
uct ro commit? all ſinne with grcedines, 
To eſchue this galte, and to auoyd fe danger of 
this Zardeping, either we mult cut of- and ſtay the 
courſe of fin in thea&,orelſc we mult refilt ir in the 
beginning,andflayir in ourrhoughtes.lt ivan cxcel- 
lent ſaying of Saint Jerom:1bi maxime oportet o)ſeruare 
peccatum ,vbt waſci fol: t: both in finne and allo in cu- 
ring the diſeaſes of the body, it i3 the cheiteſt point 
toobſcrue and finde out where the malady firſt rooke 
beginning:it is plain,(tn firſt buddeth in the thought, 
and therevppon . Saint Jerome calles it primo genita 
Diabols,the duuills darlinge or firſt begotten. Sathart 
darcnot.a*tem>tany vnio murther, treaſon, orany 
ſuch greaeousfin1e; valeſſc he ſendan euill thought: 
before,to try whether he fall be welcome. us 
The Philiſtins will not venter,rill Da{{ah hath 
wroughtthe featc:as ſhe with Sampſon ncuer left faw- 
ning, and creeping into his boſomerill by.confring 
ynto her, be loſt both his ſtrength, and his eyes, and 
becamea mil-horle for the,P hilsſiins: ſocuill thoughts 
they allure and toule on{o long,till the light of the 
vnderſtanding being blynded, Sathan that foule Phi- 
liſtine ſers them ſuch a grift to grind, as they mult pay 
the loſſe of cternall life for the roule. 


The P heloſo her (aid truly E'3.G- dp yrpa ply oh THY purper. Phil 


cuſtom ariſeth of very ſmall beginnings, & though it 
ſceme a ſmalmarter to lend the diuel an euilrhought, 


ſeparate from God : copitationes male dum ludunt ills- 
ue.. 


As. 
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-  Astheſtreame in the River 7r4av doth carry the 


fiſhfwvimmingand playing, tion aſcdaine they fall 


(in mare mortwnrm ) intothe dead ſea; where, by rea» 
ſon of brimKone they preſently dic : ſo, many {uffer 
themſelues to be cariedaway fo long with vicious 
thoughts, and wicked imaginations, that on @ {0+ 
daine, the powers of the minde be gricuoully in- 
tected, | 

Theeye is fenera mentis, and many times, ere + 
ver we be aware, death ſtealeth in at the window, | 

Theeare,lob calleth it in his 12. Chapter: the taz 
ſter of the ſoule : As the month taſtethmeat fer the belly: 
(0 the eare taſteth words for the ſeule. He that batha, 
wicked eye,avd an vnchaſt eare (as Saint Peter ſaith 
of Simon Magns) his foule will ſoonebe broughtro 
the gall of bitternefle, Fat | 
® Therefore,wiſe men may hereby iudge, how care: 
fully, how prouidently the education of youth ( ef- 
peciallyof the nobler fort) onght-to be rclpeRed. 

How flattering paraſites & prophane teſters ought 
to be warily ſhunned. Alas the minde ard difpoſi- 
tion of youth,atthe firſt,it is like a fweere and bright 
filuer d:\h, you may pur in it what youpleaſe, bur if 
through vile Atheiſts, and diflolute company, the af 
fetion be once led away, and thediſpolitian infee- 
ted, wo worth that company, for the infeftion of 
ſinne taken in tender yeares: /ob ſaith, The ſoule dieth 
 yonth: as cloth ſtained in the wooll doth neuer loſe 
the colour, ſo the ſtayne of finne taken in tender ' 
yeares ill hardly or never be taken out: nay, that ' 
which afterwardes diſcretion and ycates doth know 
| -and 
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find indge init ſelfe moſt hateful,92 tmoyainareirianss = 
wad Sa m19fls dryers by Euill cuſtome,he is enforced Chrifoh, 
toputtheſamein practiſe whether he will or no. In 
the 9. of Mark 21.ve.che fouleTpirit which kept pol- 
ſeſſion fro aclyld,could net be caſt out by any other 
bur onely by our Saviour, ob made a couenant with 
his heart, and David prayed the Lord to turne. away 
his cycs from beholding vanitie : enctie good man 
-oughtto labour and [trive with himſelfe to quench 
his deſires,to checke his thoughts,to beat downe and 
keepe vnder his afteAions, that though he doeſinne 
ſometime of infirmity,yet itmay neuer generally in- 


There is no ſacrifice more acceptable ynto God, 
then the nipping of a Serpents head : therefore as 
Daxid (peaketh of the childrea of Babil-n, ad petras il. 
lidere , to'daſh their braines againſt the wall, while 
they are young,lo the beſt way toprevent Hardening, 
is ronip {in inthe headat the firſt, to kill the ſtrengr! 
of it in our thoughtes, 

Now, if Gpddoenot fo ſtrengthenvsto ouercome 
finne in the thought, the next way to ſhun this Har- 
dening isto ſtay the courſeof it in theaRt. For God will 
wound the hearie ſcalpe of Juch, as go an ſtill in their wit. 20-32 
kednes. Paruns error inprincipio maximuseſt in fine, A 
ſmall ſcape in the beginning many times proues a 
miſchiefe in the end. Conſuctude precandi tollit ſenſu 
peecati, The cuſtome of ſinne rakes awayall feeling 
of finne, as he that is ſtung with a viper, is ſodeadly 
benummed, that he feeles the ſting of nothing elſe, 
ſoherhar hath taken a cuſtome of offending , never 
Rn. | | "23 08 [i R_ 
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= 
(DJ 


TheRemedie. 
feels the infeRion of any finne,though itranckle nes 
ver fo gtieuoufly, In the 6&9. Palm. 16. verl, Dazid 
prayeth, O lt not the pit ſbnt her month ypon me . To 
linne is to fal into a pit,but to take a cuſtom in ſinne, 
is to cover the pit and damit vp, thatwe ſhallneuer 
get out againe, 

Conſurtudinem vincere dura pugna (ſaith Augnſſine); 
Irisa dithicult fight to ouercome cuſtome, for in all 
humane rhings F$O- TVpayric C uſtome is the moſt intol- 
lerable tyrant . Horativs the Romance being to fight 
with three enemies at once, did fingle them out,and 
then ſlue them one by one: fo the force of finne'is to 
be cut off in every ſeucral{ afion, !eaſt by gathering 
ſtrengrh it overthrow vs. He that truſterh bi: own beart, 
is wot wiſe. In this caſc, it is good for a man to ſuſpe& 
his owne heart, tocall his owne waics to remem- 
brance, to:take ſometimes a ſurvey and a viewe 
of the manner of his life, and daily ations, adit he 
finde in himſelfe, rbat God hath ſuffered him {6 farre 
tobe rempred,rhat he is fallen into any fovle offence, 
whichacknoweth is direQly both againſt God and 
His owne conſcience, then preſently tobeſtirre him» 
{elfe, neucrto ſuffer his cycs to ſleepe, norhis eyelids 
toſlumber, til ke have pouredout h1s Þart vnto God, 
wade bitter lamentation, craved pardon with tepen> 
tance, and vowed by Geds affiftarce neuer tooffend 
inany ſuch ſort agaire, Otherwiſe, if lightly he paſſe 


Irouer,and {o goon : as Arthridates accuſtomed his 


bodice ſo much to 7%, wr, of poylon , that at 
tength no poyſon would worke on him , fo be that 
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_ atlengikcomethar to paſſe, that the greatelt ſin that 
1 is,he ihall neuer feel tr.Owne pecratum wileſcit confur- Avg. infar.4. is 
 fuline& fit homini qnaſi nullam, the greateſt ſinne by <<». | 

cuſtome comes to be accounted nothing. Vhen the 
bodieis fore hurt and wounded, there isno driving 
off of ttme,bur preſently it muſt be looked tozfo when 
the fotile is wounded, we muſt not deferre to turne 
wato the Lord , bur flic vnto him, with importu- 
nate prayer, with a broken and mourning heart, for 
feare, the wound doe fefter inwardly, and fo there 
be norecouery. I make ir plaine by-example thus. 
If a man take in the Spring three or foure planres, 
and fer them all togither at one time , if hee 
come by and by, or within a while after, hee 
may eafily ou vp oneofthem, if he ftay a fortnighe 
or amoneth,he may pull vyp*an other, bur it wilbe 
ſomwhar'harder, if he ſtay ayearcortwo,till itſertle 
andrake roote,then he may pull and ſtraine his very 
heartſtringes,bur his labour is loſt. he ſhalIneuer be 
able to pull it vp. One finne,one offence, ifwe la- 
Þour to pull it vpp in time, it may be forgiuen,ie 
way be raken awayzifwee lett it go on to two of 
three; with vnfeigned repentance, with bleedinge 
reares,with incaliige outcryesvnto a gratious God, ' 
they may be raſed ont and wiped away, but with 
eater difficulty:at length, if a man giueouer him- 
felte vnto finne, fo that it take deepe roote in the 
heart, and be ſctled in the foule,hee ſhall neuerbe 
able ro pull.ir vp, nor to ariſe from the death of 
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'. To draw then to an end: foraſmuch'then,as God 


defireth notthe death of any ſinner, but moſt louing- 


ly offereth his grace and means of {aluation vnto all ; 
lecing finne doth procced from our owne vile con - 
cupiſcence, and we never ftriuing roſtay the courſe. 
of it inourthoughts, doſo ſecretly fall away: ſeeing 
by degrees againſt theirowne knowledge,men doe - 
woundtheir foules with many aQtual ſignes,& theres. 
vpon God doth with-hold his grace , and ſoforſake 
chem; and this forſaking is ſuch aforlorne eſtate,thar 
as Tobſaith..12. 14, God ſbutteth a manup, and he can 
weucr be leoſed : O how feruent ought wee to beein. 
prayer, thereby to kindle in vs, the heat of. Gods ſpi- 
tit, how deuout inſweetand heauenly meditations, 
to ſtirre vp in vs the. good graces of God; how diliger 
to ſhew the fruires of our faith, cuer ſtirringin the 
works & labours of our calling;giuingno aduantage. 
to our aduerſary:how carctul whEwe hearethe word 
of God, to doit with an humble ſpirit, with great re- 


 uerence, thereby to.keepea tender heart, a mindand 


cogitation that may ea(ily be touched with remorſe, 
how deſirous and ſecretly ioyfull at this holy time to 
prepare our ſelues to the receiuing of the bleſſed Sa- 
craments, to haue qur hearts ſtripped of worldly vas 
nitics, tocall home: our affeions, to appeaſe our 
thoughts,& fopeaceably to bath aur ſoules a freſhin 


 ehepretiousbloud of our cuerlaſting redeemer, That- 


ſo feeling ourſelues as it werenewly created againe, 
foule and bodie, heart, hand, andtongue, may ne* 
uer ceaſe to ſound prayles vnto him , who doth 


neuer ccalc to renewe his mercies vnto vs, 
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[ preſence;f himbefore your 


examole forthis roy 


| Eyc5,andobſerue thewhole courſeof his lifet- 


[ 


| honour? how dearely affected ro his people,when he 


How (weete and mildewas his pirit,in forbearing | 


' totakereuengefor him-ſelfe?how couragious and in-. 


uincible his faith; whEit ſtood in the quarrel of Gods 


 - faide tothe deſtroying Axzell,northele ſheepe,burir 


is I thathaue offended?what melting & kinde affeRi- 


' ondid/heſhow: towards 7enathan,and thoſe: whome 
| he loued?whata mournefulland repentantheart,whs 


he knew that he had offended;how full ofdivine me- 
ditatiosro better his thoughts?how frequent in prater - 
flowing from himas acontinual ſtream?how 1oyful in 


| Gods(cruice,dancing beforethe Arke? how reuerend 
| inGodshouſe,kneeling and bowing in the teraple be. 
| foreall the peoplezwhatathankfull heart in offering 
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to build a glorious temple tothe Zord? what an hum- 
ble minde, ſaying,what am I and what was 'my fathers 
houſe, that thow haſt brought vs hitherto? what a chary 
& tender care of Gods glory wherſoeuer he became? 
how abundant in prayſes and thankſgiving, calling 
every member of himſelfe, and all the creatures both 


| ofheaucnandearthtomakeone quier inſerting forth, .. 


ſinging,and ſounding the eucrlaſting prayſes of his 
God?but why did Dawid thu&to what end)was al this? | 
that he might be ſure ſtill zo hould faſt by God, to be 
entirely knitcvnto him, by all meanes poſſible to re. 
taine his louc;for feare , leaſt God hauing rayſed him. 
to the heighrofrenowne,deliuered him miracolouſly 


| outofmanyeminent andbloudy dayngers,andſa -w | 
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in the land aſhamed, in beholding your Chriſtian 
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Ol  vpon his heade:if Devidſhould 
hauefhowen any ji rymfom any contempt, of. 
thelcaſtnegle@ ofhis loue a mighty and iclous God, 
bealſo,ypon iuft cauſe might haue withdrawne his 
toue,andlaideall hishonour in the duſt againe. 

Now therefore, with all humblenefſe and duety T 
entrea:e you by cherender mercycs of Chriſt Ieſus, 
ard inthename ofthe living God challenge cuery 
Chriſtian which hopes for any ioyin the life tocome, 
take heede of atuall and preſumptgous ſinnes, inno 
Calc ler them have derinion cuer you doe not wound 
your foules(as | Pharao did) with willful offences a- 
Fainſt your owne knowledpe, try and examine all 
your thoughts, how and wherein they ſtand afteRed, 
and 'aboueall, greive not the bleſſed motions of that 
comfortable ſpirit, which keepes the very Life and 
Being of the foule. To conclude, let all flaunderous 
mouthesbe ſtopped; and all the faCtious ſcilmatiques 


and princely example: continew ſtill to belovingly 
and kindly affe&ted one towards another: ce.cbrate 
this holy time in a true religious manner: SanCtifie 
the ioyfull beginninge- of this new ycares raigne 
with new deuotion vnto God:lay all your Honours 
downeat the foote of the a{tar:Receive the holy Sa- 
craments ioyntly together,and ſo be faithfully knite 
in loue wy os one head Chriſt !eſws: go cheerefully 
on,delight ſtill in doing good c and the Lord God of 
our fathers encreaſe in you good defires,give you 
zealc to performe them, confirme vnto you, and to 
your hede all bis good promiſes, and vnto cucry 
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e pardon for offences paſt, : 
h in temptations to come,, = [4 
onne Chriſt leſus ſake : I 
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